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The Skipton East Lancs Railway Action Partnership are a volunteer campaign group whose aim is 
to campaign for the re-instatement of the Colne-Skipton line as a trans-pennine route, a part of the 
national network, linking the Aire Valley and Yorkshire to East Lancashire, Manchester, Preston 
and beyond. 
 
As of 9th June, 2011, the Campaign has the support of 730 organisations, 684 individual 
politicians, our 480 members and 65 affiliated groups 
 

The 11.5 mile link between Skipton and Colne is the missing link in what would otherwise be the 
lowest level trans-Pennine rail route between the Humber & West Coast ports, between Preston 
and the West Coast Main Line and Leeds and the cities of Yorkshire. It is an alternative to the 
heavily graded and trafficked Huddersfield & Calder Valley trans-Pennine routes, and also avoids 
the already congested lines in Manchester. Although under increasing threat, the trackbed is 
essentially intact and the railway could be restored at a relatively low cost: any further incursion 
would destroy a resource of national value and would be contrary to government policies. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A lecture by Andy Shackleton from the Skipton East Lancs Railway Action 
Partnership (SELRAP) www.selrap.org.uk  
 
The campaign to reopen the 11 mile missing rail link between Lancashire & 
Yorkshire - linking cities & regions across the north 
 
 
Date:               Wednesday 9th November 2011 
Start time:         7.30 pm.   
Venue:    Odd Fellows House, Skipton (see address details overleaf) 
 

 

 
The line connects the socially 
deprived and depressed areas 
of north-east Lancashire 
(Nelson, Burnley, Colne, etc) 
to the more prosperous West 
Yorkshire area, and provides 
an alternative to road transport 
for people visiting Skipton/the 
Aire Valley from Lancashire, 
and vice versa. Car ownership 
is low in East Lancashire 
leading to social exclusion 



 

 
Address and travel details: 
 
Odd Fellows House 
26 Rectory Lane 
Skipton 
North Yorkshire 
BD23 1ER 
 
Tel: 01756 798022 
Email: Les.Viles@oddfellows.co.uk 
 
 
Travel details: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out the Keighley Association of Engineers website for details of the next event….. 
 
 
www.keighleyassociationofengineers.com 
 
 
Contributions to forthcoming site visits and lecture opportunities may be posted on the website. We 
look forward to your feedback response. 

 


