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Dear members and guests, 

 
The Keighley Association of Engineers is pleased to announce its next event in the 2014 syllabus, 
a visit to the renowned Outhwaite Ropeworks, located in the picturesque town of Hawes to be 

followed by lunch and a tour of the Richard Arkwright designed Gayle mill originally established to 
process raw cotton and later converted to a water driven mechanised saw mill in 1879. 
 
 

 
Transport to Hawes will be via a 35 seat midi coach leaving from 
behind Weatherspoons at 8.00 a.m. sharp. Attendees are kindly 
requested to meet at 7.45 a.m. in preparation for departure. 

 
 
 
Time permitting there may also be an opportunity to view the Settle Hydro installation, en route, a 
visit we hope to arrange fully in the next syllabus. Refreshment will follow on arrival at Hawes. 
 
A guided tour of Outhwaite Ropes by the owner, Peter Annison, will follow. Peter is the person who 
understands, specifies and maintains the machinery at this unique site. 
 

Natural fibres, derived from the sinewy parts of plant stalks and leaves, have been used to make 
rope since ancient times. Flax, sisal and jute are still used in Hawes. Hemp was formerly used a 
great deal but is now virtually unobtainable. Following the preparation of yarn, rope is twisted in the 
traditional way. A necessary additional step with some ropes was to give them a smoother, less 
hairy appearance by treating them with size (starch) to stick down the surface fibres. The 
introduction of man-made fibres has given the Hawes ropemakers a greater choice of raw 
materials. Their properties of durability, water-resistance and strength are useful for agricultural 
ropes which get hard outdoor use and for many modern specialist cords and braids. 

 
 

 
Visit to Outhwaite Ropemakers followed by lunch 
and a tour of Gayle Mill, Hawes. 
 
Visit date: Wednesday 2lst May 2014  
Visit time: See enclosed details 
 
 

 

  

 

  

 



 
 
We will then transfer to Gayle Mill for a buffet lunch.  This will be followed by a presentation about 
the mill, its history and its machinery. Gayle Mill is a fully restored 19th century state of the art 
sawmill with working Victorian machinery and water-powered turbines. The visit will conclude by 
3.00 p.m. for our return to Keighley. 
  
The usual £10 contribution from attendees to transport plus, £5 for lunch should cover the day’s 
events. 
 
We look forward to your attendance to the visits outlined! 
 

Please Note:   

Visitor numbers are limited to 20 persons so please confirm your attendance with Syllabus 
Secretary, Bruce Macdougall, for this visit, contact details as follows: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out the Keighley Association of Engineers website for details of future events. 
 
We have updated our website and shortened the address to www.kaoe.org.uk  please visit 
the site to see the new look. Please note we have added Face Book and Twitter links.  
 

 
 
 

Hope some of you will use these?  
 
Contributions to forthcoming site visits and lecture opportunities may be posted on the 
website. We look forward to your feedback and contributions. 
 

Telephone:    07866 522729  or  01535 647329  
E-mail:           bruce.macdougall@kwvr.co.uk     
Address:       1 Bright Street, Haworth, Keighley, West Yorkshire, BD22 8NR 
 

  


